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Introduction: Entrepreneurial identity has emerged as an important concept in entrepreneurship research,
particularly in understanding how women navigate entrepreneurial careers within gendered social
contexts. Despite the growing body of literature on women’s entrepreneurial identity, existing studies
remain fragmented and lack a comprehensive framework explaining the factors that shape entrepreneurial
identity formation. Women entrepreneurs often face multiple challenges in constructing and legitimizing
their entrepreneurial identities due to prevailing gender norms, social expectations, and institutional
constraints. Therefore, this study aims to systematically identify the factors influencing the construction
of entrepreneurial identity among women entrepreneurs and to examine the consequences of this process
through a comprehensive review of the existing literature.

Methodology: This study adopted an applied and descriptive research design using a systematic literature
review approach. Relevant studies published between 2000 and 2023 were retrieved from the Scopus and
Web of Science databases. Following a rigorous screening process, 32 studies were selected from an
initial pool of 849 documents based on their relevance to the research objectives and methodological
quality. Data were analyzed using the meta-synthesis method. Through iterative coding, categorization,
and concept consolidation, the key dimensions influencing women’s entrepreneurial identity construction
and its consequences were identified.

Findings: The results revealed six major dimensions influencing the construction of entrepreneurial
identity among women entrepreneurs: (1) structural factors, (2) gender-related factors, (3) normative
factors, (4) individual factors, (5) business-related factors, and (6) identity-related factors. These
dimensions were integrated into a multi-level framework consisting of macro, meso, and micro levels. At
the micro level, entrepreneurial identity is shaped by personal motivations, personality traits, and
biographical experiences. At the meso level, normative expectations, gender stereotypes, interpersonal
relationships, and business-related factors play a significant role. At the macro level, political, economic,
social, cultural, and institutional support structures influence identity formation. The study also identified
the consequences of entrepreneurial identity construction, including both push and pull factors. The
development of entrepreneurial identity enables women to overcome stigmatized identities, gain
legitimacy, and access new social and economic opportunities.

Conclusion/Implications: The findings underscore the critical role of entrepreneurial identity in
facilitating entrepreneurial processes and shaping business creation and development. Entrepreneurial
identity is influenced by a complex interplay of factors operating across micro, meso, and macro levels.
By providing a comprehensive understanding of these factors, this study offers valuable insights for
policymakers, entrepreneurship support organizations, women entrepreneurs, and other stakeholders
seeking to foster inclusive entrepreneurial ecosystems. The findings further suggest that existing research
has predominantly focused on either macro-level structures or individual-level characteristics, leaving a
significant gap at the intersection of these levels. Accordingly, future research should pay greater
attention to entrepreneurial identity formation at the business and entrepreneurial team levels, where
important mechanisms linking macro structures and individual experiences may be found.
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