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Introduction: In recent years, the role of mental health in shaping the quality of entrepreneurial
decisions and behaviors has garnered increasing scholarly attention. This study investigates the impact
of cognitive abilities on entrepreneurial intention, with a specific focus on the moderating role of
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) among university students.

Methodology: This research is applied in purpose, employs a survey-descriptive method for data
collection, and is quantitative in nature. The statistical population comprises all students enrolled in
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral programs at the Faculty of Engineering, University of Kurdistan, in
2024 (N = 3500). A sample of 346 students was determined using the Morgan table. Data were
collected using a standard questionnaire developed by international entrepreneurship scholars. The
reliability of the instrument was confirmed with a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of 0.84. Data analysis
was conducted using structural equation modeling (SEM) via SmartPLS and SPSS.

Findings: The results indicate that specific cognitive capabilities -namely, entrepreneurial self-efficacy,
entrepreneurial alertness, and risk-taking -have a significant positive effect on students' entrepreneurial
intention. Furthermore, the analysis revealed that ADHD moderates the relationship between these
entrepreneurial capabilities and entrepreneurial intention. Notably, ADHD was found to strengthen the
influence of all three cognitive capabilities on entrepreneurial intention. A key finding that distinguishes
this study from prior research is the reinforcing effect of ADHD on the relationship between self-
efficacy and entrepreneurial intention. This suggests that, under similar conditions, students with
ADHD may leverage their self-efficacy more effectively to form entrepreneurial intentions compared to
their peers without the disorder.

Conclusions / Implications: The findings of this study provide a foundation for designing and revising
entrepreneurship education programs, particularly for individuals with ADHD from childhood and
adolescence. Targeted educational interventions can help mitigate potential discrimination against
individuals exhibiting symptoms of this disorder. By harnessing specific ADHD-related traits -such as
passion, creativity, and risk-taking- through appropriate education, their potential can be channeled
toward entrepreneurship and business development. Furthermore, such individuals, equipped with
suitable training, can contribute their creativity and ingenuity to organizational settings, thereby
fostering corporate entrepreneurship.
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